It's Finally Agreed:
- Germany to Regain
A Stolen Trove
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ask the United States Government to
prosecute a lawbreaker,” he said,
*‘but what lhex';;e saying in this case
is that they 'L insist on it. They
believe they can go that far without

offending ~ international docirine,
‘whether by treaty or general prac-
E tice”

. After a monthslong investigation
. by the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
~ tion, the rtment of Justice isnow |
deciding w! to prosecute the
Meadaore for possession of siolon
y or transporting it across
state or international borders, said a
member of the lnve:ﬂﬁ:lmg feam

~ who spoke on condition that his name

not be used.

. “A lot of things can affect a deci-
sion to prosecute,” the Justice De-
partment official said. "‘These are
elderly people, hometown people. It's
not as if they were a couple of ies
who would &nmwh less sympathy,
‘especially here.””

The German Government has been
negotiating with the Meador family
for the return of the Qued“nh.gg

the of 19

From The New York Times,
February 26, 1992:

‘ernment filed suit in Federal District
Court.

The settlement came about, said
Mr. Mathis and Thomas Kline, the
chief of the team of American law-
yers who represented the German

The Germans are
done. Now for the
FBI.andILRS. =~

‘Government, because the Germans
recognized that although their case

was strong the outcome of @ jury trial

in Texas would be uncertain.
Swayed by Old Angers

A source within the German team
sald the German Government feared
that a jury verdict might be influ-
enced by smoldering reseniments
from World War I1. For thal reason,
also, the source said, the Germans
will not vigorously press the Meadors
to assist them in tracking down two

| 1y minor items (rom Lhe

When the Meadors d 10
move ne treasures oul ol the coun-
try, the lawyers for the German Gov-

T
Lreasure Delleved 10 have been stoien
from Joe T. Meador toward the end of

It's Agréed: Stolen Trove Is Returning to Germany

his life. It is thought he items may
still be n Texas.

The Dallas Museumof Art has also
been criticized for its Involvement in
the case. Richard Breltell, the direc-
tor of the museum, acknowledged
having remarked some months ago
that if the museum tould have an

.exhibition like the Quedlinburg show

once a year he “wouldn't have to
worry about this year': projected def-
icit.” But Mr. Brettel said he was
“sick of being told the museum's role
in this was money grubbing."

“'Our interest was 10 preserve the
art in a neutral place curing the trial,
and we are now pleased to present the
treasures because lh?‘ are important
works of art,” he said

The treasures have not been seen
‘publicly since the early days of World
War Il when the Naii Government
stored them in a bank vault and later
moved them to the mineshaft outside
of Quedlinburg, in central Germany.
They include the gold, silver and jew-
el-emblazoned  biblical manuscrlim
from the ninth century called
Samuhel Gospels; a similarly deco-
rated manuscript dated 1513; a lav-
ishly decorated box for religious rel-
ics which is said to have belon, 1o
Heinrich 1, the 10th-century ruler of |
an early configuratim of German

-was probably a personal

states; a liturgical comb dating to the
seventh or eighth century; five reli-
uaries of cut rock crystal dating to
the 10th century, and a heart-shaped
vessel believed o have been fash-
foned in the 15th century. ]

Bible Is Staylng Home

The Samuhel Gospels, which a Ger- |
man expert has described asbeing as ||
valuable as a van Gogh paimmg, is |
now undergoingewmervalinn in Ber- ‘g
liln and will not be returned for exhibi- |
tion. i

Dr. Charles T. Little, the curator of |

‘medieval art at the Metropolitan Mu- |
seum of Art who studied the treas- |
ures at the Dallas Museum last year |’
and advised the museum in the prep- |
aration of its catilogue, said that the ||
rock crystal flask in the form of two
“birds is “*one of the finest pieces of its |
kind; this transparent crystal was |
unknown in Europe and seemed quite

marvelous lo theearly Germans.” |

“The liturgical comb is also very
important,’” Dr. Little continued. “It
affect of
Heinrich I, and is one of the earliest
Islamic ivory carvings in existence,
dating to the eighth century. It has |
balance, elegance and a great curvi-
line'r shape that is quite sumptu-

ous,
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